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Spanish Society 



POLITICAL AND TERRITORIAL 
ADMINISTRATION 



España 
 
Democratic parliamentary monarchy 
 
17 autonomous regions and 2 autonomous cities 
 
52 provinces 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVYgw7aFO1I  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVYgw7aFO1I






“The Constitution is based on the indissoluble unity of the Spanish 
Nation, common and indivisible mother land of all Spaniards, and 
recognises and guarantees the right to autonomy of the nationalities 
and regions that integrate it and the solidarity among them all.”  

1978 Spanish Constitution, article 2. 
 

» Jefe del Estado  Rey de España 
» Poder Ejecutivo  Gobierno de la Nación 
» Poder Legislativo  Cortes Generales 
» Poder Judicial  Tribunales de Justicia 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Official language: español o castellano (Spanish or Castillian) 
Co-official languages: catalán (Catalan), euskera (Basque), gallego 
(Galician), valenciano (Valencian) 



Juan Carlos I and Sofía de Grecia.  
Former king and her consort (abdicated in June 2014) 



The Head of the Spanish State is the King of Spain 
 
Felipe VI and Doña Leticia 



Infanta Doña Sofía Doña Leonor, Princesa de Asturias 



Legislative Power 
1978 Spanish Constitution 
Cortes Generales: representatives of the Spanish people  
It is composed of two houses: 

• Senado, or upper house: territorial representation 
(autonomous regions + provinces). Duration of 4 years. 
• Congreso de los Diputados, or lower house: between 300 
and 400 diputados or members of Parliament (currently 350). 
Duration of 4 years. 

The Cortes Generales have the legislative power, approve the 
general budget of the state, and control the action of the 
Government. 

Judicial Power 
Composed of diverse courts, comprising judges and 
magistrates who administer justice in the name of the King. 
Tribunal Supremo (Supreme Court) 
Audiencia Nacional (National High Court) 
Tribunal Constitucional (Constitutional Court) 



Pedro Sánchez (Partido Socialista Obrero Español, PSOE) Mariano Rajoy, Prime Minister 
since 2011 (Partido Popular) 

Executive Power 





HISTORY AND ART 



Hominid site at 
Atapuerca, Burgos 



Cave paintings in the Cuevas de Altamira, Cantabria 
 





Dama de Elche, 
Escultura íbera 

Dama de Baza, 
Escultura íbera 



Phoenicians: first colonizers of the Iberian Peninsula (8th century B.C.) 



Fenician treasure of Carambolo, 
Sevilla 



Greek colonization 



Carthaginian invasions (end of 3rd century B.C.) 
 



Roman Iberia (1st century B.C to 3rd century A.D.) 
 



Relevant Roman celebrities born in the Iberian Peninsula: 
 
Emperors Trajan, Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius, Theodosius 
 
Philosopher Seneca 
 
Rhetorician Quintiliano 
 
Poets Marcial and Prudentius 
 
Satirist Lucian 
 
 
 



Aqueduct in Segovia 



Roman theatre in Mérida 



Itálica, Sevilla 



The Middle Ages 



Toledo, capital del Reino Visigodo 



Muslim invasion of the Iberian Peninsula (8th century) 



Mosque in Córdoba (8th century) 
 





Gibralfaro Castle and Alcazaba, Málaga 



Castillo de Santa Catalina, Jaén 



The Reconquest (8th-15th centuries). Covadonga, Asturias 



First court established in Cangas de Onís 





12th century 



Epic poem Cantar de mio Cid, 
around 1200 

Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar, 
El Cid Campeador 



1160 



1230 



1260 



1400 



Fernando II de Aragón and Isabel I de Castilla 
The Catholic King and Queen of Spain (15th century) 



Christopher Colombus 
 
Discovery of America (1492) 
 
 
 

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EhvnQPa6U75RXM&tbnid=1ChkmMQ43vWrfM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww7.uc.cl%2Fsw_educ%2Fhistoria%2Fexpansion%2FHTML%2Fp3104b.html&ei=czigUv_tA43Y0QWxy4CIAg&psig=AFQjCNHeHvNbnyEGm6TQEMJDJF2VoMhHBg&ust=1386318323142394


 
La Pinta, La Niña and La Santa María 

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ePMdo474k2x5xM&tbnid=SkiwVSakmlVH7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teldeactualidad.com%2Ffotogaleria%2Fsec_%2Fcalles%2F346%2F1234.html&ei=CTmgUu-bGKnL0QWi54HQCg&bvm=bv.57155469,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGm96cmgwmpHCBfDY6z-Pp7JOIfJQ&ust=1386318428048870


Spanish empire during the reign of Felipe II, king of Spain and Portugal 
(16th century) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Iberian_Union_Empires.png


Spanish Golden Age (16th and 17th centuries) 

Miguel de Cervantes, author of Don Quijote de la Mancha, 1605, 1615. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/Cervates_jauregui.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:El_ingenioso_hidalgo_don_Quijote_de_la_Mancha.jpg


Las Meninas or The 
Family of Felipe IV (1656) 

Diego de Velázquez, 
1599-1660 



Venus at her mirror (1650) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/Diego_Velaquez%2C_Venus_at_Her_Mirror_%28The_Rokeby_Venus%29.jpg


The Burial of the Count of Orgaz, 
1586-88 

Doménikos Theotokópoulos, 
El Greco  (1541-1614) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/ff/El_Greco_-_The_Burial_of_the_Count_of_Orgaz.JPG


Francisco de Zurbarán, 
Christ on the Cross (1627) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Francisco_de_Zurbar%C3%A1n_-_Christ_on_the_Cross_-_WGA26051.jpg


Bartolomé Esteban Murillo (1617-1682) 

Sagrada Familia del pajarito (aprox. 1649) 

Immaculate Conception of El Escorial  
(1660-1665) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Bartolom%C3%A9_Esteban_Perez_Murillo_021.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bartolom%C3%A9_Esteban_Perez_Murillo_008.jpg


Monastery of San Lorenzo de El Escorial (1563-1584) 





Catedral de Málaga 
1528-1782 



BAEZA (Jaén) 



ÚBEDA (Jaén) 





• The House of Austria (1506-1700) 
• Succession War (1701-1713) 
• The House of Bourbon and absolutism 
• Independence War (1808-1813) 
• Restoration (1814) 
• 1st Republic (1873-1874) 
• Bourbon restoration (1875-1931) 
• Spanish-American War, lost of Cuba in 1898 
• Dictatorship of Primo de Rivera (1923-1930) 
• "Dictablanda" of General Berenguer (1930-1931) 
• 2nd Republic (1931-1936) 
• Civil War (1936-1939) 
• Dictatorship of General Francisco Franco (1939-1975) 
• Reign of Juan Carlos I (1975-2014) 
• Transition to Democracy (1975-1982) 
• Reign of Felipe VI (2014-present) 



Francisco de Goya, Fusilamientos del tres de mayo, 1814 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/El_Tres_de_Mayo%2C_by_Francisco_de_Goya%2C_from_Prado_in_Google_Earth.jpg


http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_0ViTHbeqgRA0M&tbnid=-a7lGsaywk0ZSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.recursosacademicos.net%2Fweb%2F2013%2F10%2F25%2Fpablo-picasso-25-de-octubre-nacimiento%2F&ei=2YqpUv2cFKbG0QX-zIDIBA&bvm=bv.57967247,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH6mrZ-lmPgJXaM34x2OshpVYUxiQ&ust=1386929238331630
http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_0ViTHbeqgRA0M&tbnid=-a7lGsaywk0ZSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.recursosacademicos.net%2Fweb%2F2013%2F10%2F25%2Fpablo-picasso-25-de-octubre-nacimiento%2F&ei=2YqpUv2cFKbG0QX-zIDIBA&bvm=bv.57967247,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH6mrZ-lmPgJXaM34x2OshpVYUxiQ&ust=1386929238331630
http://www.recursosacademicos.net/web/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/pablo-picasso_1773978b.jpg


Pablo Picasso, Guernica, 1937  



Salvador Dalí (1904-1989) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/ff/Dali_Allan_Warren.jpg


La persistencia de la memoria, 1931 



Federico Garía Lorca (1898-1936) 



Antoni Gaudi 
(1822-1926) 





FESTIVITIES AND HOLIDAYS 



During Christmas we celebrate 
 
 Christmas Eve 
 Christmas Day 
 New Year’s Eve 
 New Year’s Day 
 The Epiphany, Los Reyes Magos (6th January) 
 
 
We could say that the Christmas season officially begins on 22nd 
December when the special draw of the national lottery is held: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3xdsXV6KiU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3xdsXV6KiU


Doce campanadas y doce uvas 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59RyNd5wCho 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59RyNd5wCho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59RyNd5wCho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59RyNd5wCho








https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GW4r9i58SuU 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GW4r9i58SuU


Feria de Málaga, 28 July 



Feria de Abril, Sevilla 



Sevillanas 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK7gli8BFC0 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK7gli8BFC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK7gli8BFC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK7gli8BFC0


Fallas, Valencia (19th March) 





Castells, Cataluña 
(Catalonia) 





San Fermín, Pamplona (Navarra) 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJLvCa1ta3o 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJLvCa1ta3o




Pilgrimage to El Rocío, Huelva 





Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 



Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 



21ST CENTURY SPAIN 



21st century Spanish society: 
 
 
Economic crisis and depression 
 
High unemployment rate (around 24%) 
 
Loss of or budget cuts in public services 
 
Migration movements 
 
 Multicultural Spain: more than 5 million inmigrants since the 1990s 
 
Globalization and capitalism  
 
Science, Arts, and Sports personalities 





Camilo José Cela (1916-2002), Winner of the Nobel Literature Prize in 1989  

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cadenaser.com%2Fstatic%2Fespeciales%2Fhora-25%2F1989_hora25_cela.html&ei=G_pyVNbGD4TbavWqgOgL&bvm=bv.80185997,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEsMpWl2IyZM9Ahrc98C24rk85g_g&ust=1416907565061444






Sad point: loss of some traditions but… 
 
 
Siesta 
 
Wine, beer and tapas 
 
and our sense of humour and willingness to have fun and celebrate any (special) 
ocassion: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIMhzUNG734 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIMhzUNG734
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